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Preface 


This is a short biography and document extracts about Lt. Colonel Dr. 
Suresh Prasad Sarbadhikari who was an eminent Surgeon of British 
India during the period of late 19th to early 20th century. 


| had originally compiled a Wikipedia page on him several years ago. 
Subsequently | realized that Wikipedia has some vulnerabilities, 
including the possibility of references getting de-linked when 
documents are removed by the agencies who published it. 


So, | have reformatted the biography and added information for the benefit of 
Internet Archive users. 


Hemotpaul Chaudhuri 
California, USA 


August, 2023 
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Narrative 


Suresh Prasad Sarbadhikari 


Suresh Prasad Sarbadhikari (1866-1921) 
was an eminent surgeon of British India. 


He organized the Bengal Ambulance Corps 
to serve in the Mesopotamia War during 
World War I, and managed the Carmichael 
(R G Kar) Medical College & Hospital, 
Calcutta with Dr. Radha Gobinda Kar. 


Family 


Suresh Prasad was born in 1866 at Bhursut, 
Bamunpara in present-day Howrah district, 
West Bengal at his maternal uncle's house. 


He was a distinguished member of the well- 
known Sarbadhikari family of Radhanagar 
(Khanakul) situated in the district of Hooghly 
of present-day West Bengal. 


The Sarbadhikari family was founded during the early 15th century by Sureshwar 
Bosu of Choa ("Choa is a village situated in Murshidabad district of present-day 
West Bengal), who was appointed Governor of Orissa province with the hereditary 
title of "Sarbadhikari" by the Imperial Court of Delhi. 


Suresh Prasad's father was Brigadier, Rai Bahadur Dr. Surya Coomar Sarbadhikari 
(1832-1904), a surgeon of Calcutta who served during the Sepoy Mutiny or Indian 
Rebellion of 1857 against the rule of the East India Company. 

His mother was Hemlata Sarbadhikari. 

He had 7 brothers and 2 sisters. 

Of the brothers, mention may be made of Sir Deb Prasad Sarbadhikari who became 
Vice Chancellor of Calcutta University 1914-1918, and Nagendra Prasad 
Sarbadhikari who was known as the "Father of Indian Football ". 


His sisters were Lilabati and Surabala. 


His wife was Sarojini Sarbadhikari. His son was Dr. Kanak Chandra Sarbadhikari, 
and daughters were Ashalata Mitra, Sulata Chaudhuri, Bidyutlata Mitra. 
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Narrative 

Education 
Suresh Prasad studied at the Calcutta Medical College, and graduated with the M.B. 
degree of Calcutta University in 1888. Two years later he obtained the M.D degree 
with top honors. 
Career Highlights 
¢ House-surgeon at the Mayo Hospital, Calcutta, for a couple of years, after which 

he started his private practice as a surgeon and was a pioneer of ovariotomy in 


India. 


¢ Member of British Medical Association. 


Vice-president of first Indian Medical Congress in 1894, & one of the Indian 
representatives at the International Medical Congress in London. 


¢ Member of the Calcutta University Senate; university examiner in surgery. 


Professor of clinical surgery at the Carmichael College. 


Awarded the C.1.E. (Companion of the Indian Empire), and appointed as honorary 
Lieutenant-Colonel in the Indian Medical Service. 


Other Significant Episodes of Career 


[A] First Experience as a Surgeon 


Suresh had originally envisioned to follow the footsteps of his father by specializing 
as a Physician. However, he had to choose the surgeon's knife in order to follow his 
mother's directive and successfully treat a poor woman suffering from some 
gynaecological complications. This experience led him to specialize in surgery as a 
career. 


[B] Saving an Indian Freedom Fighter mauled by a tiger 


"Bagha Jatin", born Jatindranath Mukherjee (1879-1915), was a Bengali 
revolutionary who fought against British rule. In a jungle near his native village, he 
was severely wounded after fighting a Royal Bengal tiger. However, he was able to 
kill the tiger with a dagger. Suresh Prasad took the responsibility of curing Jatin, 
whose body had been poisoned by the tiger's nails. As a gesture of gratitude, Jatin 
had presented to Suresh Prasad the dagger and the skin of the killed tiger. 
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Narrative 


[C] Activities leading to the establishment of R.G. Kar Medical College & 
Hospital 


Suresh Prasad established in Calcutta the "College of Physicians & Surgeons of 
Bengal" with the support of eminent doctors like Nilratan Sircar, Kali Krishna Bagchi, 
and Amulya Charan Basu. Later on, this college got incorporated into the "Albert 
Victor Hospital". Suresh continued to practice as a surgeon at this hospital without 
accepting any remuneration. He was appointed as a Fellow and Syndicate Member 
of Calcutta University. 


Eventually, the "Calcutta School of Medicine" and "College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Bengal" were merged into a single entity and renamed "Belgachhia 
Medical College" which was inaugurated by the then Governor of Bengal, Lord 
Carmichael, with its first batch of 48 students. Later on the college was renamed as 
"Carmichael Medical College". In 1918, a society named as "Medical Education 
Society of Bengal" was formed for the better management of the Institution. Suresh 
Prasad was the first President of the institution, and Dr. Radha Gobinda Kar (R. G. 
Kar) was its first Secretary. On 12 May 1948, after the demise of Dr. R. G. Kar, the 
College was renamed as R. G. Kar Medical College and Hospital. 
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carbats-eela te@ts yaMtonte At sTaT oats, Heatee 
Hacaemate cate | 


atwitta sat co se fics fasts ate oferta, 
‘etree’ aife art ctets fog fog after 
wfacta cori siege) Sata ate ‘Stree’ 
tteta aateta fees sftn op etcs oftaice, 
fete etarga-geancaa zee wetfestil-ahe 
anteater sreta aceiainty aatfesrh, 
oafs, fa-weS were) atey pean 
watfiata-a stas-fees, cel feefers atl 
art atm ehee at ee ales ates fastest 
Se atest fre ete wife, afenfe, ay, 
ata, 34 ts ofan atfrecea “xatfestay” 
Bifave cata atesicen ems Stats aw 
ante at aera Saaryse ze | 

Gtata yatta AeeTD win ate atetga 
wets wirgata atifeertta opt gai a7e- 
ante, crate, seeinte—gertentces = fisa 
Sae) tetas ate placate oy atfécos 


UAT CHF | FA d292 AeA oom Com RSG 
canta wants) Gass, agate ates atetaeteca 
AUMIATCHA SA ET | 


arin cars wet sel esfns aice—“aibics 
cary” | Sa wea ate ce fae Gfab ex Stet 


Bites CEC AM Seta yt ifatfion yee fab 


worta wes ota 49 atte MIMD ex a1,—a fia 
Ws aics, Ss fime ate Get weete ees! 
werantes fia sibiet cerm—aaa ae 
fofa gftb ea) few faa Daa qeaaty eofips 
aeasatce ae fan fextferra! oftgs atcr- 
fro gar qwarzs witiet faeces Fe caice wm- 
gfita steics cofeat feats vatefcaa, fee 
ufafies metal at frocs Maas wet firs 
ata) Steet afeees covte feos Pea eel tie 


8e> 


wcnifes Brice tea puta afes uk feo gen 
CRE, OR Bteetal ata ene a sient Bex 
vier Stas afte aa-fPfecrss wife wea 
a0 | 

tae sty eReee tainty were oe 
fers fra tptoata ae cee Sterne Fame 
HeAS eeaa ate aaa fale fegfer cectets 
was AeT-ss ate ot ao 
FCA | CR CRATE ET RRS OE IH vee SEL 
eta fete cafe see ecet aca few 
wm face ao cafarot) sere ett efaat 
crt Foe SiS eH) aN RCS GEO ITH 
sfant fe cafeerin see axey Scar) «Stata 
coufest, freleat, watfis She cad ax apt 
atafne ae eta acesainicea aitiaat Stetcs 
site eam vatet cra) Stews ats fer 
Sats) aica ergs Uo Wewtainty Stars aps 
efes-amy ware wife ats sfc 
ifr! few fautet Steta sxicrq wag fale 
sfanfaena afta wita cante zerocrs TER 
ey a) | «oStrefeats sretefrets ated 
Seta fifsca-fears agife © <e-ey atpioty 
sfan fofecn-feota afes Stata afab fice 
afuaifen ; fase: stete-frota enifeafernfe 
wis, fofecn-tig serra Seta eats afar | 
fefa atate-wacaa area fare fifee-feu 
wou ase sfc) fofecn-feol wire oa 
were sates St afin, Gam yee cies se 
feat ofan creme frei cterm Stes otetit 
afeata wuafs fics Quew: sfirtficrm fe 
cet Stare crfer aca fete wafe emta sfics 
to 1 Sate efeerh gcrtemty 
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Stee 


{ sot <t—2t de—on ell 


cafesriey sence arey eRe sfey cieia sfc 
nificera) few cafeerin sere auaa sfc 
face oe faery wants Safes ety) weraate 
aa-fs mitete eras cts tel sfantfecr) 
wesicm atetad fewtewcas srtgrad al ERC CHE 
on fe vite fects afteta RS a ace 
ame Sta festatra aetna ataifets cacit- 
afabria Sat iacaa fe-o ster catreta sfc, 
ax wratca fea arte TC ek ated 
Cas Sits eal a-fS ovale fica, was Stercs 
aa gia Sfteta sia: cfeerin eee 
axes cated fete icra vista eieq Ba 
anta qasta se of argfe ate efarea | 
cafserme sere aaaa sface etcm xed 
gta ace ace efmiosin FESR adits etattstcr 
cathe ori-ssata stirifes sataata Sfacs ex — 
meanness sfes etrfeni « Sare 
meante Bairsiia wee gfsfecs caters 
Sui, azfe @ faeta atenoal efan ae sq 
ey tyra san autreace fafas ¢ cares 
farsa, war Stators fate caren tia tea 
Stathers wtefnas, ahoty esis wartness 
Sete aifSota qe eal Stetce aes cae SfACTA | 
artafinas Acer Erma ers GG ERM Stetcs aTR- 
an-ay Hiete fawn fartcs wtdtece BREF 
Rertfena | womenttves ctetse are fer 
fee wertants wal see ana west 
fas fegret ars cer a; oe eee tices 
aq stfan frete aememia forts ata 


era aera far ai at a 
weriaintors farts ahen efx at 1 
araysy fofeeri-ntcxa Ge we—couu-fofeen 


6 wa-fofecm | attentions yt ak Gah we 
fer! wo feg sin aa fifecn “frore etu- 
fen) sga attite ffesrents y® orate 
wa-fofecata fice fates etre tae etaicg | 


aeate catts fifecxen Physician «a 
carats cata fofecxs99 Surgeon ata afefis 
wa Bas fofecni-fas) aerea-sicy Soe acwae 
uta wGa sfx cr; foe ante age et 
ae asad fifecns as ae ay frttoa sraq— 
cae cuaa-fofecne G4, Slt cE a az 
fofecns ea) gewtainte cide Physician e&aty 
men sfanfecra fee ateaices feta az- 
fofeeqnl Sawa Srza | 

awfs yatery SS ekata 1a Mente 
atety atcecaa cota areca cuca etantetcera eneta 
fefafhataa vw fags ex fee foa-witle-fos 
zone Sawer cael Lai eiers scr, 
vce faye efara ateta ata etate, Destm 
mAsiD sixes fags atfecs vifacna a; fora 
CAH ELAM SHCA ST Sig Shea Grea) etyrrsicey 
ata era; fex ante afes fea a arfent 
widastca fofecai canter age steam, aa fasa 
Rb arfen santa size sfacee | 

afesta aa fara vq 8 , Ce 
carat faye ede al cea, afesl atvata oq 
ainfa eras Sfoai mera, oat artere ars Sfared | 
fefafantract fofesat-aets size = ofen 
meaainty Sfoca | AeTteee GR atedq 
ae are fofesne afm aife ats sfacs 
mfr, «at aac ae eda Uda, aa Sterce® 
aeraniwa Stace fen ce aftorfins ete ; 
Ot OE Vass Seta AAemta wa-Hfsens acy 
watts Seats iq Saw cha cr | 

ast ates aba sateata Peat 
( ecsfaebfa—ovariotomy ) Stats sta Seatha 
recs wa fofecne afera afafie Clete gaits 
( Dr. Joub-rt ) sattm ea fee Greta eat 
ae ain fare ante <fan acateta sfaw 
was eeema al) ote ayan, fear, wee-feniea 
cata eis Sfae a wife Se sieseai 
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otata que Ee etertarts stata sa cotta 
efan geatantrs aaadla seq] for] sficna | 
aista wets ogemante simi eets | cH 
acatteta efan atstels gen ats afar) 
AI aiqtews oe—aqewt, cits, fofeens cteta 
qatcha tan fem, scatistcn a? cath ataty 
atca a, Te Batcaicta ee catftla aEre 
HUTA Bice | GF WeECe atertata sence, 
fas ste atface tfc tice weatrota ofacs 
Data sea, ok BMsty CH Bel CHA ae 
etatfen | wfawl, cate vattateal farm) si04 eate 
afahe ICINCA HA Ge STEN SeqrA) Qews-wan) 
fea atfecs atfacna al, carry fofeqm efacs 
cece wicet efacma | mada micw omala 
wrthte qace aay efaal geasante oe giantefne 
acd ga ecm, are ney fam aren wg fof eon 
main @fant cafe farqe efanay woe: 
ante Baa canta sere ebce arfen eal ma fea 
ete fofeam aan wanwa efanicen) 6 Sreta 
ay Gag fat aqncaee On| Bfemste aura 
Sear) ata Hagia ab Gwe Vict eacmy Sal 
rors mew waaniefyseta iy oeuifer Acwe 
are; fee atpee ye ateta atneiy 
ay Renata gta «kt aha ate Bae 
etona) atuat cana afeatfeca—aofta etc 
Cin cafe, ate wife ats efautfe—gcae- 
AAT AHS A Sel ar Wy Cy, GE Gnas By 
fofecnta rene ars efani oe fica feta fexcaty 
ate as efecna | 

at Seay aint aay Hea Gtets 
gad werege etal qeaaintcra afes atts 
waa, wae Stetce acy meat cafes cafers 
wai catfrls way vier efan feu-faqy 
Soins years SVs Eteas een Sfeal aera, 
fay etcs era Telan ety) yor ante feaw 
arery eee Sariece afc, atety at tatcws 


Buy 


wey gE Wada eatcE | «at aaa etre féefafaata 
qeaianty seem AGA yeasty) aty- 
BtVate vata’ qeaenices THF shee 
aintfas sfan atfearfer, oa Bersicy fefh 
fits aq fofecns afin artfents sfantfirn | 

qd ates eens fey wha asya Afents 
ofantficcna ca, at asatfy fante) fofeent fee 
atafas-cq ot wa fofeen! ace facoa a on 
fava ofacex oe atsi sftm Sere ean 
ety) erway Beta ecm yceeinte § fantces 
fofecye-yeietcra fad ofafos tera, mere 
aacmata cacy oe we wy-fofecrare firtore 
afecs atfacra | «Beta fog ety ica sfhatota 
ye cafeuta sence cafeeorty wer acre wficrta 
ty) «at tecocra Heinfey sfeaty as fants 
veces yaifig wa fofecne off nites ofretety 
winaa ocaa) feft wraseintece coface Boe 
afer vemsinty Stety afes arete wfacea | 
mcemainty catene orate fiecra) crete cre 
oe Hafes qey sfe cafen feraefegg eb ates 
afon Besa—* Young man, we are not supposed 


to undertake these cases till we are forty and 
not to cure one till we have killed a hundred. 


But you have beaten us all” wejq ere qe, 
Bias aya eucna oe cl aa fifeqnty carey 
oface Stan Aten ofa at, oer ae 4G aa Cota 
FETs A oat ed) wa fecrty wae ARM 
micea Sint wie a, OS See ame CR ata 
wufofecn ean wat eters aes aS efen 
ohh aiaicwa ence vate efeate | 

ae 4G c#Aa, ecefacdfiaa fSfeenty aery- 
anty “abies sie feer-ouy eq af, 
aes cafilee Greta ete yer eT ae! 
atetcs A cent per cent Stee Sreta zhefecr- 
el Bicaimts sfartcE! wt @ fofecn- 
Ham ota) Gteicaa wea ete feats fey 
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ofa wa-fofeents zeatet eee atewtel crt 
Creicaa ots FHS | Barainte aces ofertas 
at arty wfestcrs aetge sentir | 

omy Sy-fEF eer] aeaartey saints! yw: 
aimty faa otfaetfnce ae aa aaa yt feerarce 
wsteca uftcwa axfofeem sfea, fee a 
mem A afaatca corte otatcwa wate afefafi 
anata aferfe, crete fefi crtel wtericaa 
acim wife ntfaetfine at ma vice ete facea 
ai oem, cote wt) nfaatca corte Gtetcas 
area was: «eH cOal wifiaifen 1 Zortanty aa 
Stata Aecath @ aged) awh anfofecned 
wera cit stetaficns gia set effin | 
fefsen-crom yearemtorn Bee ffs shew 
cota | 

means wae aiyta SM stanton 
cafeesien wera | e6ata eter crore ates fe aH, 
aa eta yal ardloy fof eem-orefen wrath 
ate Siatcea) wat weet CHOTA aicHtecAa wea 
apoter aiuty Afws gfofecnces este wer | 
atenta ovata Boch fofeen-fawtna sfretsy 
caferrts seme ot wate oad wed | pefeD 
qramcera aces Fe en-fewi-far-micepA erety 
att) fee sfaater cafeerts sence fiw te 
meet Aatae afe ana siete fevfaorncrs 
TMC ees ate @ Blots atgas 
cafeerin sence ofS Raa we wicawa ofan 
coe atateta ere: feer-acatad eal ace | ak 
wen ints cafeat ata tata ata, fe, oa, 
ata Se Aeawa aes, whe otata gow emtte, 
whe Saas Ty, Seta Siew sas anes 
servan cob fofeene winte ate ata cates 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Bengal 
ater oat Se cata Hfesni-feotery gtta sca) 
Re ca cation atratl feta etattetces 
afes afafne ete staattcen cafearin arre 


ate. «osfnatel cavers osrceq 6 aee 
Cwcetha fefecnt-feorna vfars etatce: whe 
Greta sta atnfeetsl cate aceten at sree 
we ae ater sfantfecra | Siete ae ater 
a omfecer | stamitcom «= cafeaitey «= sere 
afoy wi aa neq ets fe a acwE Fm) 
ata ainfaetata feed ekce eencaa os aint 
wears ata ash] sfew) weenie ste 
mafierta wteary sncarne efb ater 
afofeen sfan co afecqa “fess ernta efeai- 
fica, Stera® wer ota atafaer geweintcwa 
foafary stanttcom cafeerin seme age ae 
emta efanifecna | ata tein ata, fa, 24, 
wie sya ay, via Alea meets, wily 
measaite mAfeaTh arpls Sretewa qya-cufas 
“1s @fam sfeets ofan, facocwa “Ai” fem we 
ceofebtatt afm: ger | ete wre atenty Swe ha 
Canaeta cafeasie Sere ng eRaice | 
acaseinicwa frei ain serge wigata mhift 
Oth neta cam GuaatA @ carretay ferme, 
Varifistana gearanty ae yen forpacta 
wfiar) etatferma i) scasata a faata eiafs 
fofa coma ofan frota faed ete ate ofan- 
fens, ae aah aifely at—aoefia atfa 
ficecaa 1a oe SHCNTSs Ciera os Aes meq 
aries fifecnta oe qeamantece oifecs 
arena) cafea geaseinte ooh eye feces afina 
we atface cat cafes ates vtfacea ai afin 
orafer etc ateata ol ets ear | Ok Hate 
CHtrancy Steta ge fai State virgata edeaiey 
weer es SIFU Fela afecea, cetata atety 
Byers we cath cafecs attcw vtface at,—tteta 
via Atyta ae cetetce cifers wifiatce, 
Steta waathi ovata Staal cre cafe) Syertres 
fancwa sei ofan, eictteca enw afen wfa 
fer afece atfixefig a—cattics cfc wife 
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wits, aH aifacs ar fiesta at sete nfies 
atx, fofecnea schta wécqra ory Binfe 
sfxe tifan aertante seett, cath cofacs 
atfer etna) Petar ata seae feta atady 
atfecs ains aqz: fifeenea e6q ata 
mace sca ate | 

canntfieuta Stanttcem cafeertn sera zta 
aficse weatattecs Gan cue Satelite afiety 
efacs etutfen) wateinty qa cl tet 
caren sfacwa, Grr Stel Ate gaa Sica WN 
a afar utfon facwr ali Bete fer Steta 
sfiema fereg) St as ay aad os ace 
earn ofani Stetce aternafos sfaata ow fer 
atone faery sfautfecna, wae aeme ety 
fecra ) at aie: fing etfeata an fet fice 
win a acta afe yRute efaer a) acme 
aia Soiecw Stores qeata weetaay awa tna. 
9G mS taqitcecra afis ately sface eBu- 
fer) Steta Boq a wuranty crfent, Stata afes 
searreaca Aforts efan wtbatces «fraifecna, 
Suresh can talk, 

Rca et @ atfeces qewmeinicna aitiy 
qeife fir, aefer weathe Banga ales 
acrrainicwa caida oTiGla are mich) | qeaseinte 
twa pate wel ita, few Sree nth Sif 
atu fete facet Seta caida oterttcefigcea | 
Rta cotta re chew Gteta ate afecaty 
Srfes eke aintrcs FSA face faces ve Hada 
sfantfecra  stetce fete etey cota aqetai- 
Meas ate oafeay wtaty afe-ot neat 
aeu Sftatfcns, tte ofta ates ofes 
atuifien, aay tatters § eters) atateiarrre 
Seta Sage eget atfes eeaifign | 

stattcen afetin sere uA Tele 
ahetats feeea wate icine aewsintora ATA 
Bente cre tes) storm cos at ateth atfece 


fot atefas winatficea cate, Acar stot 
wifece anc-acatr cufece fefi tee sfacery 
CAR Bemce Reatcat Ae xetyewn AAT att Wea- 
ata fafa corn astern cata ( Bengal Ambu- 
lanco Corps) waar = qfastfah fk cata 
( University Training Corps) #34 efi) 
cm atynrin cata Gre cect crcntcb fiete 
ates Recre craters Crt-ord aa ifietrty 
fafis ceifae etutfer) womens OQatfer 
WES CBE OR CHAT-WH ASS ERA Terre att 
qroca meres! @ states arsine quty 
faut featfion | afrorfih ctf: catae emtaw: 
Cteta coxty Stra ayy ae ex) atoth 
oratwn yore feat Tay are efiwifigc, 
Ste Heme sate wtcer) fe steer crt 
wie fe mertateate atta) yaad qewmemtors 
vty of wfantfion | acusarity figcra at yet 
wera ettaat | 

acmeinty Gteta, wtets Sera eiytas: ey: 
fofeere—nia | Aan fofecntaaty wee 
atferre wuenty fog atfterott: far 
fiecna aly BFE wantcwa ac ETE eee 
fore Secu 9 cine aifecwra wh efacer, coq 
ata aifees afarwa afew acfee fecra | o zy 
ata goo watanfe, wih wenger aptey 
aie atfeferenice fafi mfier-aq acy ate 
ofan | fete fete feefiotecra firacty 
cre aaefaferecOa cate fier flew 
oats efe efaate ot yey Sicha oe Stetce 
age “ftets eftcw ete) 

ortstar fofeent-faortca Se far ats sfiate, 
atptcraraetca fofa feq® fiers fequd-fictt 
waists fefi ag efice rife at) feed 
Siete ainty aia fier; ete oe Sion afew fore 
fer atebifie ef ct sficer) fig 
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There is a description in the initial paragraphs of Birendra Ghosh's article about 
Suresh's unusual birth, and how he beat all odds to eventually become a surgeon. 
Some of this information is translated into English in the paragraphs below. 


Suresh Prasad was born premature in the eighth month of his mother's pregnancy. 
After one look at the newly-born who was not fully developed and appeared to be 
dead, women of the household advised that the child be disposed off. However, the 
village midwife realised that the baby was alive, and his life was saved. 


This weak child, who miraculously survived after being born with just one lung, 
persued his studies with great proficiency. His relatives felt that he was best suited 
to become a lawyer, but divine providence had other plans for him. He glanced 
through some of the books on surgery kept by his father Dr. Surya Kumar 
Sarbadhikari. He touched and examined his father's surgery tools, and he was 
inspired by his father's fame as a surgeon. No wonder his mind was made up that 
he must study medicine. 


Considering Suresh's weak constitution, his loving father initially refused to give 
permission to study medicine because it required very exhaustive effort; burn the 
midnight oil for consulting so many books and journals, and spending several 
years attending lectures and laboratory practices before one could qualify and 
succeed in the toughest of examinations. However, the father was impressed by his 
son's determination, and so he eventually gave Suresh permission. 


After obtaining the MD (Doctor of Medicine) degree, Suresh's initial practice was as 
a physician, but eventually he had to choose the surgeon's knife in order to follow 
his mother's directive and treat a poor Brahmin woman suffering from some 
gynecological complications. This experience led him to choose his path for the 
future as a surgeon. 
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Subal Chandra Mitra, "Saral Bangla Abhidhan" pub.1936, p1285-1286 


My Translation from Bengali to English: 


"Suresh Prasad Sarbadhikari - Doctor, M.D., is the 4th son of Rai Bahadur Dr. Surya 
Kumar Sarbadhikari. He was born in 1865 (sic) at the Bhursut Bamunpara village of 
District Hooghly. After completing his basic education at Bowbazar School, Hare 
School, Presidency College, and Central College, he joined Medical College, 
Calcutta where he received top honors in all his classes as well as at the University's 
M.D. examination. 


Even as a student on shift duty at the hospital during the course of his studies, he 
amazed everyone by his accurate diagnosis of the disease of certain patients 
suffering from ailments that had earlier baffled his professors. Impressed by Suresh's 
talents, senior professors like Dr. Mc.Leod and Dr. Sanders were very pleased with 
him. Dr. Mc.Leod wanted to use his own resources for sending Suresh to England for 
the I.M.S. (International Medical School) examination, but Suresh politely declined 
because he did not wish to stay away from his mother. Dr. Sanders assigned him 
major responsibilities at Mayo Hospital, Calcutta, and assured Suresh of the future 
prospects of eventually rising to the post of Principal. However, Suresh declined this 
offer as well, since he did not wish to be dependent on others for a career. So, he 
started his own work at his Beadon Street residence. 


Suresh had originally envisioned to follow the footsteps of his father by specializing 
as a Physician. However, he had to choose the surgeon's knife in order to follow his 
mother's directive and treat a poor Brahmin woman suffering from some 
gynecological complications. This experience led him to choose his path for the 
future. His guru, Dr. Joubert, had avoided treating this poor woman because he 
considered the ailment to be incurable. The woman had then approached Suresh's 
mother and begged for mercy. Suresh's mother advised him to act responsibly and 
treat the poor woman, which he was able to do with success. The incident reached 
the ears of Dr. Joubert, and so he met Suresh. The two then went over to visit the 
patient. On seeing that the patient was doing quite well, Dr. Joubert exclaimed, 
"Today, the guru's reputation gets a boost because of the disciple's success!" No 
Indian surgeon has ever dared to accept the challenge posed by such an ailment. 
With his mother's blessings, within a short period of time Suresh went on to be 
known as one of India's foremost surgeons. 


Dr. Joubert himself ensured that a British Medical Journal publish the story of his 
hesitation to operate on the poor woman, and his disciple's fearless decision to take 
over the case and achieve success. This resulted in European surgeons view Indian 
surgeons with respect. During the Medical Congress session held at St. Xavier's 
College, Calcutta, Dr. Hart from England looked with wonder at the thin young Indian 
surgeon and said, "Look here, young man, we are not supposed to undertake these 
terrific duties till we are forty, and are not supposed to cure till we have cured a 
hundred; but you have beaten us all." 
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Albert Victor Hospital 


Because there was a dearth of seats 
for admission to Medical College, 
Suresh Prasad established the 
College of Physicians & Surgeons of 
Bengal on Upper Circular Road with 
the support of eminent doctors like 
Nilratan Sircar, Kali Krishna Bagchi, 
and Amulya Charan Basu. 


Later on, this college got incorporated 
into the Albert Victor Hospital at 
Belgachia. Suresh continued to 
practice as a surgeon at this hospital 
without accepting any renumeration, 
and earned a lot of praise from none 
other than Sir Victor Horsley, the 


reputed British surgeon. Suresh Prasad was a Fellow, and Syndicate Member, of 
Calcutta University. He was appointed Inspector of Medical College for Calcutta 


University in an honorary capacity. 


In order to serve the wounded soldiers during the early 20th century war at 
Mesopotamia between Britain and the Turks, the Bengal Ambulance Corps was 
formed due to the initiative and leadership of Suresh Prasad. 


"In 1916, Suresh Prasad Sarbadhikari was awarded the C.1.E. (Companion of the 
Indian Empire) for his services to the country." 
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British Medical Journal, publication_June 11, 1921, p 878 


SURBSH PRASAD SARBADHIKARI, B.A., M.D., C.1.E., 
Professor of Clinical our? agama Medical College, 
cutta. 


Dr. Suresh Parasap SappaDHtkaRi, one of the most 
eminent Indian surgeons, died on March 10th, 1921, in 
his 55th year. ‘he son of a well known physician of 
Calcutta, he was educated at the Calcutta Medical 
College, and graduated M.B. of Calcutta University in 
1888, and M.D. two years later. After serving for two 
ears as af eapriren oar at the Mayo Hospital, Calcutta, 

went into private practice and quickly made a name 


as & surgeon, being one of the pioneers of ge in 
ian 


India. @ was a vice-president of the first Indi 
Medical Congress in 1894, and was one of the Indian 
representatives at the International Medical Congress in 
London. A member of the Calcutta University Senate, 
he was a university examiner in surgery, and professor of 
clinical surgery at the Carmichael Co Daring the 
war Dr. Sarbadhikari organized the Bengal Ambulance 
Corps, which did good work in Mesopotamia; he was 
awarded the OLE, and was appointed an honorary 
lieutenant-colonel in the I.M.S, had a large share 
in the establishment of Carmichael Medical College; he 
was & member of the British Medical Association, and did 
much to raise the status of Bengali medical men. 
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Heike Liebau et al, "The World in World Wars", 2010 (Mesopotamia) 


360 SANTANU DAS 


units of British and Indian army. Mentioning the support of other 
prominent leaders such as S. P. Sinha for the scheme and awaiting 
“His Excellency’s ashirbad”, he goes on to conclude that “a scheme 
such as this if accepted would bind India and England in still closer 
bonds in the realisation of a common interest” and that “United King- 
dom with India and Colonies may well defy the world.” 

As in the writings of Sivaswami and Naidu, imperial ardour and 
nationalist sentiment are combined in Mullick’s offer. What is strik- 
ing about the correspondence is that nationalism is filtered through 
a regional prism: throughout the letters, India is often conflated with 
or reduced to one state i.e. Bengal. In his letter to Mr Gourlay on 8 
February, 1916, he notes: “We might confine the scheme altogether 
to Bengal if sufficient funds are forthcoming. It would be one more 
contribution of Bengal to the Empire at the hour of need no matter 
however small the unit.”*” Bengal’s first contribution in terms of men 
was the Bengal Ambulance Corps, a scheme which was masterminded 
by Dr. Sarbadhikari and earned praise for their services in Mesopota- 
mia. Mullick’s offer of a regiment of citizen-soldiers was calculated to 

different aim. diers of the war were predominantly 
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Indian soldiers in Mesopotamia, World War | 
Courtesy: Captain Charles Henry Weaver, mespot.net) 


Bengal Ambulance Corps 
picture courtesy: Amitav Ghosh 


1916 New Year Honours 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


The New Year Honours 1916 were appointments by King George V t 
British Empire. They were announced on 1 January 1916.!"] 


Companion (CIE) {edit} 


e Major Cecil John Lyons Allanson, Indian Army, lately Military Secrd 
e Rao Bahadur Chunilal Hari Lai Setalvad, Second Presidency Magi 
e John Andrew Turner, Esq., M.D., Executive Health Officer, Bomba 
e John Norman Taylor, Esq., Public Works Department, Officiating S 
e Khan Bahadur Sardar Din Muhammad Khan, Laghari, late Acting 


GAZETTE, 13 AUGUST, 1920. 


The KING has approved the grant of the 
honorany rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in the 
‘ Indian Medical Service to the following gentle- 


Dr. Suresh Prasad Sarbadhikari, C.I.E..,. 
B.A.,, M.D. 25th Sept. 1919. 


In 1916, Suresh Prasad Sarbadhikari was awarded the C.I.E. (Companion of the 
Indian Empire) for his services to the country, and in 1920 he was awarded the 
honorary rank of "Lieutenant Colonel" in the Indian Medical Service. 
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Other References - Book 


Suresh Prasad Sarbadhikari 


An Eminent Surgeon of British India 


Hemotpaul Chaudhuri 


This book provides detailed information and is available at the following website: 


https://store.pothi.com/book/hemotpaul-chaudhuri-suresh-prasad-sarbadhikari/ 
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